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Debbie Williams was plummeting
to earth unconscious when Gregory

Robertson swooped to save her

MIRACLE
IN THE SK'Y
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Lifesaver Robertson after the rescue
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himsellin Willioms® direction at
15t males per hour asshe thipped

| Debhia | can do this” is all Gregory
Williams, Guy Hobertson recalls thinking as he onto her back and fell. When ha
Fitzwater and rocketed through the air to res-  reached her, they were 2700 feel
o 14 LT é four other sky P I.h,t.i"”" ‘\'l.|i':1;:=Lm:- i E.!.""' the ground — ten seconds
13,500" _&# divers jump faster than 1””. miles per hour. from impact. "She was out cold,
3 irom the DC-4 William=- was UNCONSCious. ]"Iilltu'rt.--ruu save He maneuvered
iy G:EQEW plunging to certain death Williams into an upright posi.
He did it. Miraculously, Rob-  tion and jerked down on hér rip
;‘ . | Robertson ertson reached Williams and  cord, opening her parachute and
o AN UMpS a8 vanked her rip cord seconds be-  cuving her life
second or two fore she would have hit the 'Greg hed to catch her and
ok ~ later. ground. Only then did he pull stabilize her so her chuate
his own. wouldn't wrap around her. and
” Robertson, 35, an enmneer for  then pull her rip cord.” savs Wil-
S li and T s P I
Wiliams ATET, had just jumped from the  linm Ottley, of the United States
Fitzwater rufh .
s DC-4 that had carried him and Parachute Association. "And he
e AP callide. gix other skyvdivers up 13500 had to get out from under her
9,000" |- : ’,I f{i F:ﬂhenmn fect for o simple formation dive  and open his own chuote. It really
o 10 & dives toward over Coolidge, Arizond. Robert- 5 o miracle.”
L : Williams son, the last to leave the plane, Williams 1= faring well, recov
= wiis t0 hover over the group a8 ering from serious internal inju-
5 they maneuvered into star for-  ries she sustained upon her un-
H mation. But as the divers seat- controlled landing. Robertson is
3
fi tered, Williams, s thirtv-one- in fine shape, fazed only by the
& vear-old  fifth-grode  teacher  media blitz that followed the he
: fre Yast, Texas, slummed into rmoic rescue. "He's a very modest
E A dazed om Po - ;
z : : Guy Fitzwater and was knocked  guv,” says fellow skvdiver Bob
E: Fitzwater is unconscious. She slipped off his  Kuhn. "He's béen exhausted by
: alarted _by a back. sort of rag-doll looking,” allofthis’ Lauren Tarshis
i low- altitude Robertson save. "She
i waming device | | pa=zed under me and
H he is wearing = there wis blood all over
and deploys hor mouth. It just didn'
aisnﬂ' = § é h!$ Chl.lla ook like she Wiis
" ) | E awake”
3,000 -g: IS = Pulling his arms to
. : his side and extending
B ! }
ﬁhﬂﬂﬁ!ﬁ.‘rﬂ. on i 5e¢?nd IW..CETC»{"IES hiz legs struight behind
up to Williams and pulls the rip cord him. Robertson ‘shot
on her parachuta. He then B o = - '
parachutes lo safsty.
Williams wos seconds
M from impact when Rob-
. . i : ertson opened her chute.
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